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Complete submission: May 25 at noon on Sakai

Working in pairs or threes, formulate a question of interest for literary scholarship whose answer
depends on the analysis of a moderately sized collection of data using computational methods.
Collaborate on gathering the data set and carrying out the analysis. Then, individually prepare a
report explaining your sources, methods, and conclusions. The conclusions may include theoret-
ical reflections as well as specific literary-historical findings. The submission should also include
all programs and data needed to reproduce your analyses.
Attempt to carry out a complete analysis that supports an argument. However, given the short
time frame for this project, I anticipate that not all projects will be able to be entirely complete.
In this case, the report can take the form of a description of a pilot study with a proposal for the
necessary further work.
The report text may be eight to fifteen pages, exclusive of appendices with detailed programs and
data.

gathering data
Though I imagine many of you will work on corpora of digitized texts, I do not want to rule out
alternate possibilities of interest. Catalogues and other sources about texts or the people involved
inmaking or using them are also potential bases for rich analyses. Your analysismightwell include
a stage of hand-coding or hand-markup, which it is important to plan deliberately.
By a “moderately-sized” body of data, I mean data involving least a hundred cases but fewer than a
hundred thousand. A “case” need not, however, be a text, and I do not absolutely rule out analyses
focused on a small number of texts considered as collections of data of interest.
Digitizing sources from scratch is not feasible for this assignment. I expect to discuss your sources
with all of you soon in order to help you decide whether they are appropriate and how to pre-
pare them for analysis. I can also supply some help in obtaining data from big aggregators like
HathiTrust and the Internet Archive or, just possibly, viaWeb APIs.
Managing data is a craft in itself. Keep careful track of the provenance of your data. Always
retain original files as well as transformed or cleaned versions. I’ll have more advice about this
in a separate handout. If your data is too large to submit via Sakai, we will arrange the transfer
another way before your final submission.

making an analysis
Thegoals of the analysis can be exploratory rather than confirmatory, but the explorations should
be within the horizon of a specific motivating question. The last month of this course will intro-
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duce a number of further analytic techniques that can yield suggestive results on large bodies of
data. I do not expect you to prepare a sophisticated statistical analysis; we simply haven’t done
the statistical preparation you would need. But I do expect you to think carefully about how you
are tallying, cross-tabulating, examining trends, and otherwise summarizing your data in order to
answer your questions. The goal is to reach the point at which you can posit a possible analyti-
cal conclusion, even if you must then say you do not know how to evaluate whether an apparent
pattern is real. Often it will be possible to say that your analysis falsifies or adds additional com-
plexity to an existing assumption. Most of the work of computation will in fact lie in preparing
the data so it is amenable to good analysis of this kind.

preparing an argument
I expect a moderate rather than extensive secondary bibliography: enough to establish the ques-
tions of interest and to identify at least some related work in some human or social sciences. I
do not expect a full literature review. In addition to the readings from the course, good start-
ing points are to be found in the literary data analyses that have begun to appear in field-specific
journals. TheDH journals,Digital Humanities Quarterly, the Journal of Digital Humanities, and
Literary and Linguistic Computing (now calledDigital Scholarship in the Humanities), are more
specialized—though more interdisciplinary—and quite uneven. Do not neglect the possibility
that you might find interesting leads in history and in the adjacent social sciences. The sociology
of culture journal Poetics has increasingly mattered on the terrain called “digital humanities.”

composing the report
Whereas all the previous components of this project should be worked out in collaboration, I
expect you to write the final report on your own. Naturally there will be substantial overlap with
the work of your partner or partners, but your report should show your own understanding and
synthesis of all aspects of the project.
Your report should be composed inRMarkdown, integrating the key analyses into the body of the
report. I will give further guidance about how to do this without drowning your writing in code,
tables, and figures. It is better to display a few telling tables or figures thanmany. You will submit
all your code and data as well as the final PDF, so your PDF need not look like the homeworks.

my role
I am eager to talk to all of you about your ideas. In addition, I expect to support all of you as you
seek sources, prepare them, and carry out analyses. I won’t write your programs for you. In very
special cases I may provide some code to bridge over a gap in what you have been taught, but in
fact you now have a full computational toolkit. You are more than ready, for example, to learn
about and make use of further packages for R other than the ones we have introduced in class.
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the abstract
An abstract of about five hundred words specifying your research questions, your data sources,
and your proposed methods of analysis is due April 30. It should be collaboratively written. It is
not separately graded.

the deadline: may 25
As you know, the graduate program imposes a strict deadline for all final assignments. Unlike a
seminar paper, a project of this kind simply cannot be completed in a rush at the end ofMay. Plan
to work steadily, and schedule times to sit down with your collaborators in advance. The sooner
bugs and other impasses come to light, the sooner you can overcome them or seek my help.
You are very welcome to speak to me in confidence, and without prejudice to you or anyone else,
if you feel that your partner or partners are not participating constructively in your collaboration.
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