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Douglass (1)
introduction: guided revision

1. When we read your paper’s introduction, we will ask:
1. Does the paper identify a genuine interpretive question (a motive)

that (a) can be answered with textual analysis and (b) needs textual
analysis to be answered?

2. Does the paper make a focused interpretive argument, summarized
in a thesis statement with well-defined terms, which is capable of be-
ing supported by textual analysis?

2. Exchange introductions with your partner.
3. Locate any generalizations that go beyond the novel that is themain focus

(check the first sentence especially).
4. Cross those generalizations out.
5. Draw a box around the statement of the motive: that is, the problem the

essay is trying to resolve or the question the essay is trying to answer.
6. Underline the thesis. Draw a double underline under each key term of the

argument (that is, the words that are most important to the formulation
of the claim, especially abstractions).

7. Consider how to sharpen the motive: what would make the proposed
paper even more interesting, surprising, and compelling as an approach
to the chosen text?

8. Return the annotated introduction to your partner. Now discuss:
1. If you do not agree about where the motive or statement is, figure

out why.
2. Suggest your chosen revisions to your partner’s paper’s motive and

explain them.
9. Draft either a revised motive statement or a revised thesis statement. (La-

bel it before you turn the exercise in.)

arguments with evidence, cont.

2.3 In literary studies, claims about texts are subject to verification at the source.

2.3.1 To lay claim to verifiability, you must cite accurately and responsibly, and
you must explain how the cited evidence supports your claims.
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textuality (reprise)

1.6 Every text is in process: it is not a fixed thing once and for all but multiply
realized in forms like manuscripts, editions, bootlegs, and remixes. The
relation between realizations is a matter for investigation. Scholars do
not agree on whether some realizations are more privileged than others,
but such debates depend, in part, on controversies over authorship and
authority.

more dates

1775 Jane Austen born
1789 French revolution
1792 Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Woman
1797 Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley born
1798 Austen begins “Susan” (unpublished)
1798 Napoleon invades Egypt
1804 Haitian independence
1816 Northanger Abbey published
1816 Frankenstein begun
1817 Austen dies
1818 Frankenstein published
1818 Frederick Douglass born
1831 Frankenstein, rev. ed.
1845 Douglass’sNarrative published
1846 Douglass’s freedom purchased from Hugh Auld
1851 Shelley dies
1855 Douglass,My Bondage andMy Freedom
1863 Emancipation Proclamation
1865 Thirteenth Amendment ratified
1881 Douglass, Life and Times
1895 Douglass dies
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